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SERS S HEN I intimated in my laft pape: 


GY 
Raa Gels Wes , fome diftruft of Mr. Johnfon’s.com- 
cats Le ve . . . 
te ie Ww SAS plaifance to the fairer part of his 
ava a> wm he 
peed an readers, it was becaufe I had a 
Exo 2% ENG 
ns yey. greater opinion of his impartiality 


ga hi as a fine gentleman. And indeed I am well 
aware of the difficulties he would have #0 encounter, if 


he aitempted to reconcile the polite, with the gramati, 


& 
cal part of our language. Should he, by an act of power, 
banifh and attaint many of the favourite words and ex- 
prefiions with which the ladies have fo profufely en- 
riched our language, he would excite the indignation 
of the moft formidable, becaufe the moft lovely part of 
his readers: his dictionary would be condemned as a 
fyftem of tyranny, and he himfelf, like the laft Tar- 


quin, run the rifque of being depofed. So popular and 


fo powerful i is the female caufe! On the other hand, 
fhould 
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fhould he, by an act of grace, admit, legitimate and in- 
corporate into our language thofe words and expreffions, 
which, haftily begot, owe their birth to the incontinen- 
cy of female eloquence ; what fevere cenfures might he 
not juftly apprehend from the learned part of his readers, 
who do not underftand complaifances of that nature ? 

For my own part, as I am always enclined to plead 
the caufe of my fair fellow-fubjeéts, I fhall now take the 
liberty of laying before Mr. Johnfon thofe arguments 
which upon this occafion may be urged in their favour, 
as introductory to the compromife which 1 fhall hum- 
bly- offer and conclude with. 

LANGUAGE is indifputably the more immediate pro- 
vince of the fair fex: there they fhine, there they ex- 
cell. The torrents of their eloquence, efpecially in the 
vituperative way, ftun all oppofition, and bear away in 
one promifcuous heap, nouns, pronouns, verbs, moods 
and tenfes. If words are wanting (which indeed hap- 
pens but feldom) indignation inftantly makes new ones ; 
and I have often known four or five fyllables that never 
met one another before, haftily and fortuitoufly jumbled 
into fome word of mighty import. 

Nor is the tender part of our language lefs obliged to 
that foft and amiable fex; their love being at leaft as 
productive as their indignation. Should they lament 
in an involuntary retirement the abfence of the adored 
object, they give new murmurs to the brook, new founds 
to the echo, and new notes to the plaintive Philomela. 
But when this happy copioufnefs flows, as it often does, 
into gentle numbers, good Gods! how is the poetical 
diction enriched, and the poetical licence extended! E- 
ven in common converfation, I never fee a pretty mouth 
opening to fpeak, but I expect, and am feldom difap- 
pointed, fome new improvement of our language. I 


remember 
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remember many very expreflive words coined in that 
fair mint. I affifted at the birth of that moft fignificant 
word, FLIRTATION, which dropped from the moft beau- 
tiful mouth in the world, and which has fince received 
the fanction of our moft accurate Laureat in one of his 
comedies. Some inattentive and undifcerning people 
have, I know, taken it to be a term fynonimous with 
coquetry ; but [ lay hold of this opportunity to unde- 
ceive them, and eventually to inform Mr. Johnfon, that 
FLIRTATION is fhort of coquetry, and intimates only 
the firft hints of aproximation, which fubfequent co- 
quetry may reduce to thofe preliminary articles, that 
commonly end in a definitive treaty. 

I was alfo a witnefs to the rife and progrefs of that 
moft important verb, To Fuzz ; which if not of legiti- 
mate birth,. is at leaft of fair extraction. As I am not 
fure that it has yet made it’s way into Mr. Johnfon’s li- 
terary retirement, I think myfelf obliged to inform him 
that it is at prefent the moft ufeful, and the moft ufed 
word in our language; fince it means no lefs than deal- 
ing twice together with the fame pack of cards, for 
luck’s fake, at WHIST. 

Nor content with enriching our language by words 
abfolutely new, my fair countrywomen have gone ftill 
farther, and improved it by the application and extenfion 
of old ones to various and very different fignifications. 
They take a word and change it, like a guinea into 
fhillings for pocket money, to be employed in the feve- 
ral occafional purpofes of the day. For inftance, the ad- 
jective vast and it’s adverb vasrLy mean any thing, and 
are the fafhionable words of the moft fathionable people. 
A fine woman (under this head I comprehend all fine 
gentlemen too, not knowing in truth where elfe to place 
them properly) is vasTLy obliged, or vasTLy offend- 


ed, 
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ed, vastiy glad, or vasTiy forry. Large objects 
are VASTLY great, fmall ones are vAsTLy little; and I 
had lately the pleafure to hear a fine woman pronounce, 
by a happy metonymy, a very fmall gold fnuff-box that 
was produced in company, to be vasTLy pretty, be- 
caufe it was fo vasTLy little. Mr. Johnfon wiil do 
well to confider ferioufly, to what degree he will reftrain 
the various and extenfive fignifications of this great 
word, 

ANOTHER very material point ftill remains to be con- 
fidered; I mean the orthography of our language, 
which is at prefent very various and unfettled. 

We have at prefent two very different orthographies, 
the PEDANTIC, and the potire; the one founded 
upon certain dry and crabbed rules of etymology and 
grammar, the other fingly upon the juftnefs and deli- 
cacy of the ear. I am thoroughly perfuaded that Mr. 
Johnfon will endeavour to eftablith the former ; and | 
perfeG&ly agree with him, provided it can be quietly 
brought about. Spelling, as well as mutfic, is better per- 
formed by book, than merely by the ear, which may 
be varioufly affected by the fame founds. | therefore 
moft earneftly recommend to my fair countrywomen, 
and to their faithful, or faithlefs fervants, the fine gen- 
tlemen of this realm, to furrender, as well for their own 
private, as for the public utility, all their natural rights 
and privileges of mif-fpelling, which they have {o long 
enjoyed, and fo vigoroully exerted. I have really known 
very fatal confequences attend that loofe and uncertain 
practice of AURICULAR ORTHOGRAPHY ; of which I 
{hall produce two inftances as a fufficient warning. 

A very fine gentleman wrote a very harmlefs and 
jnnocent letter to a very fine lady, giving her an account 


of fome trifling commiffions which he had executed ac- 


cording 
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cording toher orders. This: letter, though directed to 
the lady, was, by the miftake of a fervant, delivered to, 
and opened by her hufband ; wha finding all his attempts 
to underftand it unfuccefsful, took it for granted that it 
‘was a concerted cypher, under which a criminal cor- 
refpondence, not much to his own honour or advantage, 
was fecretly carried on. With the letter in his hand, 
and rage in his heart, he went immediately to his wife, 
and reproached her in the meft injurious terms with 
her fuppofed infidelity. The lady,.confcious of her.own 
innocence, calmly enough requefted to-fee the grounds of 
fo unjuft an accufation ; and being accuftomied to the 
AURICULAR ORTHOGRAPHY, made fhift to read to her 
incenfed hufband the moft innoftenfive letter that ever 
was written. The hufband was undeceived, or at leaft 
wife enough to feem fo; for in fuch nice cafes one mutt 
not peremptorily decide. However, ,as fudden impref- 
fions are generally pretty ftrong, he has been cbferved 
to be more fufpicious ever fince. —— 
_ Tue other accident had much worfe. confequences. 
Matters were happily brought, . between a fine gentleman 
and a fine lady, to the decifive period of an appointment 
ata third place. The place where is always the lover's 
bufinefs, the tzme when the lady’s. Accordingly an im- 
patient and rapturous letter from the lover fignified to 
the lady the houfe and ftreet where ; to which a tender 
anf{wer from the lady aflented, and appointed the time 
when. . But unfortunately, from the uncertainty of the 
lover’s AURICULAR ORTHOGRAPHY, ‘the lady miftook 
both houfe and ftreet, was conveyed in a hackney chair 
to a_wrong one, and in the hurry and agitation which 
ladies are fometimes in upon thofe occafions, ruthed 
into a houfe where the happened to be known, and her 
intentions confequently difoovered. In the mean time 
the 
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the lover pafied three cr four hours at the right place, in: 
the alternate agonies of impatient and difappointed love, 
tender fear and anxious jealoufy. 

- Suc examples really make one tremble ; and wil, I 
am convinced, determine my fair fellow-fubjects and 
their adherents, to adopt, and fcrupuloufly conform to 
Mr. Johnfon’s rules of true on THOGRAPHY by book. In 
return to this conceffion, 1 ferioufly advife him to publifh, 
by way of appendix to his great work, a genteel neological 
dictionary, containing thofe polite, though perhaps not 
ftri€tly grammatical words and phrafes, commonly ufed, 
and fometimes underftood, by the BEau MonDE. By fuch 
an act of toleration, who knows but he may, in time, brin g 
them within the pale of the Englifh language? The beft 
latin dictionaries have commonly a fhort fupplemental one 
annexed, of the obfolete and barbarous latin words, 
which pedants fometimes borrow to fhew their erudition. 
Surely then my countrywomen, the enrichers, the pa- 
troneffes, and the harmonizers of our language, deferve 
greater indulgence. I muft alfo hint to Mr. Johnfon, 
that fuch a fmall fupplemental dictionary will contribute 
infinitely to the fale of the great one; and I make no 
queftion but that under the protection of that little work, 
the great one will be received in the gentceleft houfes. 
We thall frequently meet with it in ladies dreffing rooms, 
lying upon the harpfichord, together with the knotting 
bag, and fignor Di Giardino’s incomparable concerto’s ; 


and even fometimes in the powder-rooms of our young 


nobility, upon the fame thelf with their german flute, 
their powder mafk, and their four-horfe whip. 
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